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Slate of Candidates Presented by
the 2015 NESACS Committee on
Nominations and Elections
Below are listed the candidates for
election as Officers and Members of
the Board of Directors in the North-
eastern Section of the American Chem-
ical Society and to the positions of
Councilor and Alternate Councilor rep-
resenting the Northeastern Section of
the American Chemical Society, as put
forth by the Nominations and Elections
Committee. This list would have been
presented to the Board at its February
meeting, as mandated in the NESACS
Constitution, but the February meeting
was cancelled due to an impending
snowstorm. The March Nucleus carries
the notification that the slate is avail-
able for view on the NESACS website
(http://www.nesacs.org).

The biographies and statements of
the candidates and the ballots will be

distributed to all members of the
NESACS in May 2015. Completed
ballots must be received by May 31,
2015.

Reprinted below is a section from
the Constitution of the NESACS which
describes the manner and time frame
within which members of the
NESACS may petition to have names
added to this list.
Article VIII. Sec. 3. Any group com-
prising 2 percent or more of the mem-
bership of the Northeastern Section
may nominate candidates for any elec-
tive office provided that such nomina-
tion (accompanied by the signatures of
the nominating group) shall be pre-
sented in writing to the Chair of the
Nominating Committee not more than
ten days following the March meeting
of the Northeastern Section.

The Chair of the Nominating
Committee is Catherine E. Costello,
William Fairfield Warren Distin-
guished Professor, Depts. of Biochem-
istry, Biophysics and Chemistry,
Boston University School of Medicine,
670 Albany Street, room 511, Boston,
MA 02118. Email: cecmsms@bu.edu 
NESACS Candidates for 2015 as

selected by the Nominations and
Elections Committee
Auditor

Dr. Patrick Gordon
Chair-Elect – 2016 

Mr. Leland L. Johnson, Jr.
Dr. Raj (SB) Rajur

Councilor
Mr. Ray Borg
Mrs. Michaeline Chen
Dr. Mukund S Chorghade
Dr. Catherine E. Costello
Dr. Jerry P. Jasinski
Mr. Leland L. Johnson, Jr.
Dr. Katherine Lee
Dr. Kenneth Mattes
Dr. R. Christian (Chris) Moreton
Ms. Jackie O’Neil
Dr. Ajay Purohit
Dr. Andrew Scholte
Dr. Ruth Tanner

Director-at-Large                 
Dr. Christine Jaworek-Lopes
Dr. June Lum
Dr. Ioannis Papayannopoulos

Esselen Award Committee
Dr. Karen N. Allen
Dr. Mukund S. Chorghade
Dr. Brian Provencher
Dr. David R. Walt

Nominating Committee
Mr. James Phillips
Dr. Andrew Scholte
Dr. Anna Sromek
Dr. John Williams

Committee on Awarding of the
Theodore William Richards Medal

Dr. Sheila Hauck
Dr. John Caradonna
Dr. Mary Jane Shultz

Secretary
Dr. Michael Singer

Trustee
Dr. Peter C. Meltzer
Dr. John N. (Jack) Driscoll u
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Officers 2015
Chair
Katherine L. Lee
Pfizer
610 Main Street
Cambridge, MA 02139
katherine.lee(at)pfizer.com
617-674-7299
Chair-Elect
Jerry P. Jasinski
Keene State College
Keene, NH 03435-2001
jjasinsk(at)keene.edu
Immediate Past Chair
Catherine E. Costello
Boston University School of Medicine
670 Albany Street, room 511
Boston, MA 02118-2646
Cecmsms(at)bu.edu
617-658-6490
Secretary
Michael Singer
Sigma-Aldrich
3 Strathmore Rd, Natick, MA 01360
774-290-1391, michael.singer(at)sial.com
Treasurer
James Piper
19 Mill Rd, Harvard, MA 01451
978-456-3155, piper28(at)attglobal.net
Auditor
Anthony Rosner
Archivist
Ken Mattes
Trustees
Ruth Tanner, Peter C. Meltzer, Dorothy
Phillips
Directors-at-Large
David Harris, John Neumeyer, Mary Burgess,
James Phillips, Ralph Scannell, John Burke
Councilors /Alternate Councilors
Term Ends 12/31/2015
Catherine E. Costello        Jerry Jasinski
Ruth Tanner                      StephenLantos
Ken Mattes                       Mukund S. Chorghade
Michaeline Chen              Wilton Virgo
Jackie O’Neil                    R. Christian Moreton
Term Ends 12/31/2016
Michael Singer                 Sophia R. Su
Mary Shultz                      Leland L. Johnson, Jr.
Robert Lichter                  Mary Mahaney
Heidi Teng                        Raj Rajur
Marietta Schwartz             Sonja Strah-Pleynet
Term Ends 12/31/2017
Michael P. Filosa               John Podobinski
Doris I. Lewis                   Patrick Gordon
Christine Jaworek-Lopes  Anna Sromek
Patricia A. Mabrouk         Mary Burgess
Mark Tebbe                      Ralph Scannell
Morton Z. Hoffman          Andrew Scholte
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All Chairs of standing
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the Trustees of Section
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officio member of the Board of Directors.
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Historical
Notes
Claude Spencer 
1919–2014
Dr. Claude Spencer died April 25,
2014 in Merrimack, NH at age 95.  He
was born February 14, 1919 in Athens,
Pennsylvania to Gertrude Frazee and
Claude D. Spencer.  He graduated high
school in Painted Post, NY in 1938. He
entered the University of Michigan and
earned a B.S. in Chemistry in 1942. 

He worked in a  research lab at
Merck in Rahway, NJ until he and his
wife, Louise, removed to Boston to do
graduate studies at MIT.  After he re -
ceived the Ph.D. in 1950 he returned to
Merck until 1959 when he moved his
family, now three children, to Norwich,
NY to work as Senior Research Chem -
ist at Norwich Pharmiceutical Co.,
later acquired by Procter and Gamble,
from which he retired in 1983.  

His retirement involved travels in
Europe and capturing memories in
memoirs. His wife and eldest child
predeceased him. He is survived by
son Richard, daughter Karen, and four
grandchildren.

Norman J. Hochella
1930 –2014
We are sorry to report the death of
Norman J. Hochella on February 3,
2014.   He was born on June 28, 1930.
A long time member of the ACS, he
also held membership in he American
Institute of Chemists and Sigma Xi.
He was educated at Valley  Forge Mili-
tary Academy, Lafayette College and
Temple University School of Medicine.
He held positions over his long career
at Boston Heart Foundation, Precision
Systems, MIT Biology Department,
Damon Corporation,  University of
North Carolina School of Medicine,
Fels  Research Institute, Institute  for
Cancer Research and Women’s Med-
ical College  both in Philadelphia. He
worked out procedures used in Tech-
nion’s “Autoanalyzers.”  

He is survived by his wife of 48
years, Virginia of Stow, MA and  a

daughter Mary, a son Michael and four
grandchildren.  We thank Mrs.Virginia
Hochella for the above information.

Clarence L. Grant 
1930 –2013
We report with regret the death of
Clarence L. Grant, Professor-Emeritus
of the University of New Hampshire
on October 13, 2013. He was born in
Rollinsford, NH, July 1930. He was
the son of Merton and Susan Grant.
He graduated from Dover, NH High
School in 1947.  He went on to Univer-
sity of New Hampshire to earn a B.S.
degree in Chemistry in 1951 and to
Rutgers University  for the Ph.D.
Degree in Chemistry in 1960.  

Professor Grant served UNH for
36 years, retiring after serving as Chair
of the Chemistry Department from
1976 to 1979. As Professor-Emeritus

 2014 NESACS Sponsors
Company Contribution Level
Amgen Platinum
Biogen-Idec Platinum
Johnson-Matthey Platinum
SK Life Sciences Platinum
Strem Platinum
Nova Biomedical Gold
Merck Silver
Celgene Bronze
Conditas Group Bronze
Cubist Bronze
Sigma-Aldrich Bronze Bronze
Takeda Bronze
Vertex Bronze
Contribution Levels Donation
Platinum $5,000+
Gold $3,500-5000
Silver $2,000-3,500
Bronze $500-2,000
Meeting Hosts (2014)
Amgen
Astra Zeneca
Biogen-Idec
Burlington High School
Genzyme, A Sanofi Company
Nova Biomedical
Novartis
Pfizer
Tufts University
Vertex

Join NESACS at
Fenway Park
on May 4!

Once again this year the Northeastern
Section is delighted to present this
spring outing at Fenway Park.  On
Monday, May 4th we have a full sec-
tion of right field box seats for the Red
Sox – Tampa Bay game at 7:00 for
only $35 each.   Payments for tickets
will be available on a first come, first
serve basis.  **Please contact the Sec-
tion Administrative Coordinator to
reserve your tickets at secretary@
nesacs.org . She will send you the Pay-
pal link to make your payments.** 

Members are encouraged to bring
their families, friends, and colleagues
to this NESACS traditional outing. We
are hoping again this year for pleasant
weather, good company, and a winning
team. u

continued on page 6Photos by Doris Lewis

mailto:secretary@nesacs.org
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Monthly Meeting
The 950th Meeting of the Northeastern Section of the American
Chemical Society-Esselen Award Meeting
Thursday, April 16, 2015
Harvard University, Cambridge, MA
Harvard Faculty Club, 20 Quincy Street

4:30 pm   Board Meeting
5:30 pm   Social Hour
6:30 pm   Dinner
8:15 pm   Award Meeting, Mallinckrodt Building, 12 Oxford St., Pfizer Lec-

ture Hall (MB23), ground floor.
Dr. Katherine L. Lee, NESACS Chair, presiding
Welcome and Award History – Dr. Mukund S. Chorghade,
Chair, Esselen Award Committee
Presentation of the Award – Gustavus J. Esselen, IV
Introduction of the Award Recipient – Professor David A.
Evans, Harvard University
Dr. Eric N. Jacobsen, Sheldon Emery Professor of Chemistry and
Chair of the Department of Chemistry and Chemical Biology,
Harvard University
Esselen Award Address: Catalysis:  A Frontier at the Center of
Chemistry

Dinner reservations should be made no later than noon, Thursday, April 9.
Reservations are to be made using PayPal services: http://acssymposium.com/
paypal.html.  Select pay with credit or debit card option and follow the addi-
tional instructions on the page.  Members, $30.00; Non-members, $35;
Retirees, $20; Students, $10. Reservations for new members and for additional
information, contact the Adminstrative Coordinator Anna Singer at (781)272-
1966 or e-mail at secretary@nesacs.org.  Office hours at 9am – 6pm. Reserva-
tions not cancelled at least 24 hours in advance must be paid.  
THE PUBLIC IS INVITED – RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED
Free Parking in the Broadway Street garage (3rd level or higher), enter from
Cambridge St. via Felton St. u

Biography
Eric Jacobsen was born in New York
City and received his B.S. degree from
New York University in 1982.  His
Ph.D. work was done at U.C. Berkeley
under the direction of Robert Bergman.
In 1986, he returned to the East Coast
of the U.S. for an NIH postdoctoral fel-
lowship at MIT with Barry Sharpless.
In 1988, he began his independent
career on the faculty at the University
of Illinois. He moved to Harvard Uni-
versity as full professor in the summer
of 1993, and he was named the Shel-
don Emory Professor of Organic
Chemistry in 2001, and he has served
as Department Chair since 2010.  

Eric Jacobsen directs a research
group dedicated to discovering useful
catalytic reactions, and to applying
state-of-the art mechanistic and com-
putational techniques to the analysis of
those reactions. Several of the catalysts
developed in his labs have found wide-
spread application in industry and aca-
demia. These include metal-salen
complexes for asymmetric epoxidation,
conjugate additions, and hydrolytic
kinetic resolution of epoxides; chrom -
ium-Schiff base complexes for a wide
range of enantioselective pericyclic
reactions; and organic hydrogen bond-
donor catalysts for activation of neutral
and cationic electrophiles.  Jacobsen’s
mechanistic analyses of these systems
have helped uncover general principles
for catalyst design, including elec-
tronic tuning of selectivity, cooperative
homo- and hetero-bimetallic catalysis,
hydrogen-bond donor asymmetric
catalysis, and anion binding catalysis.    

The awards Jacobsen has received
include the NSF Presidential Young
Investigator Award (1990), the Packard
Fellowship (1991), the Camille and
Henry Dreyfus Teacher-Scholar Award
(1992), the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation
Fellowship (1992), the ACS Cope
Scholar Award (1993), the Fluka
“Reagent of the Year” Prize (1994), the
Thieme-IUPAC Prize in Synthetic
Organic Chemistry (1996), the Baeke-
land Medal (1999), the ACS Award for
Creativity in Synthetic Organic Chem-
istry (2001), the NIH Merit Award

continued on page 6

Abstract
Catalysis: A Frontier at the
Center of Chemistry
There is no doubt that many of the
most pressing challenges facing
humanity – such as health, the environ-
ment, and energy – will have to be
addressed using chemistry.  But what
remains to be discovered or understood
in this discipline of ours?  Is it a
“mature” science, such that the only

real opportunities exist in applying
known concepts both within the field
and at the interface of other disci-
plines?  Or are there genuinely new
things to be found about molecular
structure and reactivity that can
enhance the impact of our field?

In this lecture, I will share my
own perceptions of what are some of
the major fundamental challenges at
the core of chemistry, and touch on
ways that my group has gone to
address them. u

http://acssymposium.com/paypal.html


he won an Outstanding Teacher Award
in 1987. For his consulting with 
the Army Corps of Engineers he
received a Special Act award in 1994.
Among his many accomplishments he
published 52 journal articles, 5 book
chapters, 36 government technical
publications and over 130 national and
international presentations.

He was predeceased by his two
brothers Donald Grant and Kenneth
Grant.  He is survived by his wife of
60 years, Helen and sons Philip,
Stephen and David.

Erwin Emerson Morse
1915–2014
Erwin Emerson Morse died on Sep-
tember 30, 2014  in Berlin, NH.  He
was born in Willimantic, Connecticut
on October 6, 1915 to Erwin Emerson
and Julia Maude Lathrop Morse.  He
graduated from Newton (MA)High
School in 1932,  from Bowdoin Col-
lege, cum laude, in 1936. He earned
the Ph.D. in Physical Chemistry from
the University of California at Berke-
ley in 1940 under G. N. Lewis.   

His career was largely in sugar
technology. He was a research chemist
in Woodland, CA (1940-48), at Spreck-
els Sugar Co. and the Brown Co. in
Berlin, NH, where he was Research
Director of the research labs until
retirement in 1984.  He published  in a
number of areas of  cellulose technol-
ogy such as wet strength, resins for
paper towels, cellulose  derivatives and
the first crystallized cellulose: Solka

Floc. He published papers in various
journals and books in areas of sugar
technology.  He was a member of the
NH State Advisory Council on Engi-
neering (1959-69), honored by Presi-
dent Johnson with a Personal Award.
and listed in American Men of Science,
Who’s Who, and New Hampshire Nota-
bles. u

Historical Notes
Continued from page 4
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(2002), election to the American Acad-
emy of Arts & Sciences (2004), the
Mitsui Catalysis Science Award
(2005), the ACS H.C. Brown Award
for Synthetic Methods (2008), election
to the National Academy of Sciences
(2008), the Janssen Prize (2010), the
Noyori Prize (2011), the Nagoya Gold
Medal Prize (2011), the Chirality
Medal (2012), and the Remsen Award
(2013). u

Biography
Continued from page 5

Your one-stop source 
to career-related links in the

Chemical Sciences

WWW.NESACS.ORG/CAREERS
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Check the NESACS home page
for late Calendar additions:
http://www.NESACS.org
Note also the Chemistry Department web
pages for travel directions and updates.
These include:
http://www.bc.edu/schools/cas/chemistry/semina

rs.html
http://www.bu.edu/chemistry/seminars/
http://www.brandeis.edu/departments/chemistry/

events/index.html
http://chemistry.harvard.edu/calendar/upcoming
http://www.northeastern.edu/cos/chemistry/event

s-2/
http://chemistry.mit.edu/events/all
http://chem.tufts.edu/seminars.html
http://engineering.tufts.edu/chbe/newsEvents/se

minarSeries/index.asp
http://www.chem.umb.edu
http://www.umassd.edu/cas/chemistry/
http://www.uml.edu/Sciences/chemistry/Seminar

s-and-Colloquia.aspx
http://www.unh.edu/chemistry/events

April 1
Prof. Robert Grubbs (Caltech)
Harvard, Pfizer Lecture Hall
4:15 pm

April 2
Prof. Ron Grimm (WPI) 
Boston College, Merkert 130
4:00 pm
Prof. Peter Seeberger (Max-Planck-Gesellschaft)
MIT, 4-270
4:00 pm

April 3
Prof. Peter Seeberger (Max-Planck-Gesellschaft)
MIT, 4-370
4:00 pm

April 4
Prof. Vahe Bandarian (Univ. of Arizona) 
Prof. Ben Shen (Scripps)
“Microbial Genomics: New Opportunities for
Natural Product Biosynthesis, Engineering, and
Drug Discovery”
Boston College, Merkert 130
4:00 pm

April 6
Prof. Ken Itami (Nagoya Univ.)
Harvard, Pfizer Lecture Hall
4:15 pm

April 7
Prof. Floyd Romesberg (Scripps)
Boston College, Merkert 130
4:00 pm
Prof. Vito Spadavecchio (Schrodinger, LLC)
Tufts, Pearson, Room P-106
4:30 pm
Prof. Robert P. Doyle (Syracuse)
“Vitamin B12 conjugation to Neuropeptide
PYY3-36 decreases food intake compared to
native PYY3-36”
Univ. of New Hampshire, Room N104
11:10 am

April 9
Prof. Peng Chen (Cornell)
Harvard, Pfizer Lecture Hall
4:15 pm
Prof. Eric Anslyn (Univ. of Texas)
MIT, 4-270
4:00 pm

April 10
Prof. Eric Anslyn (Univ. of Texas)
MIT, 4-370
4:00 pm

April 13
Prof. Jeffrey Miller (Argonne National
Laboratory) 
Brandeis, Gerstenzang,  Room G121
4:00 pm

April 14
Prof. William Wuest (Temple)
Tufts, Pearson, Room P-106
4:30 PM
Prof. Caitlin Hoffman (Univ. of New Hampshire)
Univ. of New Hampshire, Room N104
11:10 am

April 15
Prof. Sherry Chemler (SUNY Buffalo)
“Development of Copper-catalyzed Methods for
Saturated Nitrogen and Oxygen Heterocycle
Synthesis”
Northeastern, 129 Hurtig Hall
12:00 pm

April 16
Prof. David Wei (Univ. of Florida)
Boston College, Merkert 130
4:00 pm

April 20
Prof. Todd Hudnall (Texas State)
Brandeis, Gerstenzang, Room G121
4:00 pm

April 21
Prof. Ilan Marek (Technion Israel Institute of
Technology) 
Boston College, Merkert 130
4:00 pm

Prof. Xinyu Liu (Pittsburgh)
Tufts, Pearson, Room P-106
4:30 pm

April 22
Prof. John Bercaw (Caltech) 
“Approaches to Selective  Catalytic Upgrading
of Light Hydrocarbons Using Oxidative Routes”
Boston College, Merkert 127
4:00 pm

April 23
Prof. John Bercaw (Caltech) 
“Light Olefin Trimerization with Chromium and
Titanium Catalysts”
Boston College, Merkert 127
4:00 pm
Prof. Tim Softley (Oxford Univ.)
Harvard, Pfizer Lecture Hall
4:15 pm

April 24
Prof. John Bercaw (Caltech) 
“Alpha Olefin Polymerization Catalysis:
Stereochemistry, Kinetics, and Kinetic
Resolutions”
Boston College, Merkert 127
4:00 pm

April 27
Prof. Carolyn Bertozzi (UCal-Berkeley) 
Boston University, Metcalf, Room 113
4:00 pm
Prof. Alan Heyduk (UCal-Irvine)  
Brandeis University, Room G121
4:00 pm
Prof. Jacob Hooker (MGH, Harvard Medical
School)
Harvard, Pfizer Lecture Hall
4:15 pm

April 28
Prof. Amnon Kohen (Univ. of Iowa) 
Boston College, Merkert 130
4:00 pm
Prof. K. Barry Sharpless (Scripps)
Tufts, Pearson, Room P-106
4:30 pm

April 30
Prof. Tomislav Rovis (Colorado State) & Dr.
John E. Macor (Bristol Meyer Squibb)
“From Conventional Ligands to Engineered
Enzymes: Rh(III) Catalysis for C-H Activation”
MIT, 4-270
4:00 pm

Notices for The Nucleus
Calendar of Seminars 
should be sent to:
Xavier Herault, email: xherault(at)outlook.com
u
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